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A PASSION FOR
FASHION
Ever since she was a little girl, Aberdeen clothes designer
Isabelle Randall has been fascinated by fashion. The Granite City
fashionista who spends her days making beautiful bespoke garments
for her North East clients revealed what inspires her creativity.
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“My work is
Randall may now
so individual.
be settled happily
in the North east, her
It’s such a
childhood was somewhat
personal service
more exotic – a moveable
feast of experiences.
because it’s
She spent her youth living in
Leaving school at 16,
bespoke.”
various places around europe,
Isabelle went on to study
and that exposure to diﬀerent
fashion design at college.
cultures is something that has
“My local fashion
clearly inﬂuenced her work immensely.
college was a really, really good place to
“When I was four, we moved to Monaco
study,” she says. “It produced some fantastic
with my dad’s work, so we went straight into
designers and some really big names.
a French school,” she says. “Kids are like
Christopher Bailey was one of them. he was
sponges and within a month I was ﬂuent in
just a year older than me, and went on to
the language. After that we moved to Oslo
become the head of Burberry.
for two years, which was wonderful – I
“I did a two-year course there and it was
absolutely loved it.
just brilliant. I went straight into fashion
“I think living abroad deﬁnitely inﬂuences
design and from the word go they taught you
my designs, especially living in France, where
the industry way.
there’s so much style. It really is incredible.
“I think I was really lucky to hit the ground
even my school uniform was so stylish and
running in that way – we were straight on the
pretty.
industrial machines and learning how to draft
“This was back in the ’70s when ordering
patterns from scratch. They taught us how to
clothes from catalogues was a big thing. I
understand garment construction, which is
remember sitting on my mum’s knee and
so important.”
looking at all the dresses – it was heaven!”
Isabelle went on to study for a BA honours
Isabelle tells me that it was a trip with her
in Fashion Design at Leeds University,
mother that cemented her future in fashion.
followed by a Masters at the world-famous
“My mum had a lot of style. When I was
Royal College of Art in London, before
about 12, she took me to my very ﬁrst fashion
working for a number of couture designers in
show – I was just blown away. It wasn’t like,
the capital.
‘wow, look at those models’, instead it was,
“One of my employers was the famous
‘wow, look at those clothes’! I wanted to know French fashion designer Roland Klein, who
about the people behind the scenes, who
was based just oﬀ of Kings Road. I got
were making these beautiful things.”
involved with London Fashion Week and got
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the chance to work with famous
supermodels like Yasmin Le Bon and Naomi
Campbell. It was such an experience.”
Isabelle was in London for ﬁve years,
before she decided to trade in her career in
the city for a better quality of life.
“As I started to get older I began to realise
that quality of life was just as important as the
career that you choose,” she says. “I had family
in Aberdeen, and they said, ‘why don’t you
come up for a month and really think about
what you want to do’ – and I’m still here!”
After a few years in the city, Isabelle
decided it was time to really pursue her
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or something I’ve read or
even a pebble on the
beach.
“From there, I’ll
source my fabrics, I’ll
design my collection,
make it up and then I’ll
have it modelled at a
wedding exhibition. It’s
fantastic to see my work on
the catwalk – it really
brings the designs to life.”
over the past 15 years, Isabelle has built a
stellar reputation as luxury couture designer.
“I get some amazing feedback and that
means such a lot to me. So many of my
clients will say to me, ‘Isabelle you’ve really
spoiled me’! To have a bespoke it really is like
having a second skin, so to then go back to
the shops where everything is a standard size
– it’s hard for people.
“one skill that I have really developed over
the years is my ability to cut to proportion.
It’s not about your size, it’s about your
proportions. Tailoring to them, is what really
ﬂatters and elongates the ﬁgure. My
customers love that, and when they have to
go back to shop sizes it’s such a
disappointment.”
With the business ﬁrmly rooted in
Aberdeen, I ask Isabelle how it feels to be a
fashion designer in Scotland’s oil and gas
capital.
“It has been tough at times as Aberdeen
isn’t someplace which is particularly known
for fashion, but I’ve stuck with it because of
my passion and my belief in my work.

“It’s fantastic
to see my work
on the catwalk
– it really
brings the
designs to life.”

passion for fashion by starting
up her own design ﬁrm.
Launching in 2004,
isabelleRAnDALL makes
stunning creations including designer bridal
wear, evening wear and tailoring – all hand
crafted in Aberdeen.
“My work is so individual. It’s such a
personal service because it’s bespoke that I
oﬀer – every commission is completely
diﬀerent,” she says. “I sit down with each one
of my clients and discuss what they’re
looking for.
“once I establish what the garment is for,
we start to discuss their current wardrobe,
what their style is, what they’re comfortable
wearing, what they want to hide and what
they want to show oﬀ.
“Gathering this information really helps me
to begin to capture the essence of the
person – and that’s what I bring through to
every garment that I make.”
Ten years ago, Isabelle launched her own
label of bridal wear, which is a ﬁrm favourite
with brides everywhere.
“every year I pick a theme and it’s
usually something that I’m feeling at the time
or something that I’m inﬂuenced by,
or inspired by,” she explains. “It could be a
line in a poem, or it can be a ﬁlm I’ve seen

“My latest collection
is actually a tartan
tailored collection
which I’ve produced
using a locally
designed tartan called
Aberdeen Forever. It
was only designed six years ago by Alex Scott
& Co (Kiltmakers) in Aberdeen, and when I
saw it, I just fell in love with it.
“There’s a real story behind it and every
colour in the tartan means something. The
black represents oil, the blue is for the sea,
the white is for the granite that Aberdeen is
so famous for and the red and gold are for
the City Coat of Arms.
“When I discovered it I thought, ‘ahh,
there’s meaning in this tartan’. It’s a
beautiful, modern looking tartan and when I
saw it, I just knew that I had to design
something with it. I’ve done coats, jackets, a
really sexy evening dress and a traditional
dress with a full hoop skirt underneath.
I love it.
“I have such a great quality of life here in
Aberdeen. I love that you have that city feel
here in the centre but you’re only minutes
away from the countryside. Up the road
you’ve got Balmedie beach, which is just
beautiful with all these glorious sand dunes.
“You just have to look at the colours
and the textures of the granite and the
heritage and history of Scotland to feel
inspired.”
www.isabellerandall.com
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